
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing inform you of the arrangements for the start of the new academic year. 

Before I provide you with the plans for each year group, I want to start by thanking you for your patience, 
support and understanding throughout the last few months. On March 18th it took the Secretary of State for 
Education approximately 9 minutes to announce changes to schools that will have a lasting impact. Since 
March 20th, school has been closed to most children, public examinations were cancelled and online learning 
became the new ‘normal’. In over 20 years of working in secondary education, I have never known anything 
like the scenario we have been faced with and it has been a huge challenge for all of us to deal with. I know 
that many of you will have faced your own difficulties, both professionally and personally and you have all 
been in our thoughts and prayers throughout this pandemic. Thank you for supporting your children and for 
supporting the school. 

However, the good news is that we are planning to reopen fully in September to all children in all year groups. 
There will be some logistical changes we will need to make in order to keep everyone as safe as possible, but 
the plan is for all of the children to return to school. We are working on some changes within the school day, 
including staggered breaks, lunchtimes and end of day dismissal, but the plan is to start the school day at 8.40 
as normal for all pupils. 

Please see below for details of the plans for the start of term for each year group and do get in touch if you 
have any questions. We are deliberately staggering the start of term to allow us time to fully brief the pupils 
on the new arrangements for their day before the timetable starts. 

Wednesday 2nd September: INSET day (school closed to all pupils) 

Thursday 3rd September: INSET day (school closed to all pupils) 

Friday 4th September: Y7, Y11 and Sixth Form only (see below for further details) 

Monday 7th September: All year groups in school at staggered times (see below for details) 

Students should not arrive before their allocated times. 

 

 

 



 

 

Y7 

Friday 4th September: 

• Site opens at 8 a.m. Pupils to enter through main entrance on Victoria Road 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.30 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3 p.m. through the main gate on Victoria Road 

Monday 7th September: 

• Site opens at 8 a.m. Pupils to enter through main entrance on Victoria Road 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.30 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3.10 p.m. through the main gate on Victoria Road 

Tuesday 8th September: 

• Site opens at 8 a.m. Pupils to enter through main entrance on Victoria Road 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.30 a.m. 
• Normal school day will run 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3.10 p.m. through main gate on Victoria Road 

 

Y8 

Monday 7th September: 

• Pupils to arrive from 9.45 a.m. through main gate on Victoria Road 
• Pupils must be on site by 9.55 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• 12.00: Pupils will be dismissed through main gate on Victoria Road 
 

Tuesday 8th September: 
• Site opens at 8 a.m. Pupils to enter through main entrance on Victoria Road 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.30 a.m. 
• Normal school day will run 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3.10 p.m. through main gate on Victoria Road 



 

 

 

 

 

Y9 

Monday 7th September: 

• Pupils to arrive from 10.45 a.m. through main gate on Victoria Road 
• Pupils must be on site by 10.55 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• 1 p.m.: pupils will be dismissed through main gate on Victoria Road 

Tuesday 8th September: 

• Site opens at 8 a.m. Pupils to enter through main entrance on Victoria Road 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.30 a.m. 
• Normal school day will run 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 2.50 p.m. through main gate on Victoria Road 

 

Y10 

Monday 7th September: 

• Pupils to arrive from 11.45 a.m. through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 
• Pupils must be on site by 11.55 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• 2 p.m.: pupils will be dismissed through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 

Tuesday 8th September: 

• Site opens at 8. 15 a.m. for Y10 and Y11.Pupils to enter through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 
• Normal school day will run 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 2.50 p.m. through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 

 

 



 

 

Y11 

Friday 4th September: 

• Pupils arrive at 9.45 a.m. through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 
• Pupils must be on site by 9.55 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 12.45 through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 

Monday 7th September: 

• Pupils arrive from 8.15 a.m. through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.35 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 12.45 through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 

Tuesday 8th September: 

• Pupils arrive from 8.15 a.m. through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.35 a.m. 
• Staff will be there to direct pupils 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3.10 through gate by Holy Souls Social Club 

 

Y12 

Friday 4th September: 

• Pupils arrive from 9 a.m. through Shirley Road gate (near Jeffries) 
• Pupils must be on site by 9.25 a.m. 
• Pupils must go straight to Sixth Form 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 12.30 through Shirley Road gate 

Monday 7th September:  

• Pupils arrive from 8 a.m. through Shirley Road gate 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.40 a.m. 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3 p.m. through Shirley Road gate 

Tuesday 8th September: 



 

 

• Pupils arrive from 8 a.m. through Shirley Road gate 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.40 a.m. 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3. 10 p.m. through Shirley Road gate 

 

Y13 

Friday 4th September: 

• Pupils arrive from 11.45. through Shirley Road gate (near Jeffries) 
• Pupils must be on site by 12.10 p.m. 
• Pupils must go straight to Sixth Form 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3 p.m. through Shirley Road gate 

Monday 7th September:  

• Pupils arrive from 8 a.m. through Shirley Road gate 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.40 a.m. 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3 p.m. through Shirley Road gate 

Tuesday 8th September: 

• Pupils arrive from 8 a.m. through Shirley Road gate 
• Pupils must be on site by 8.40 a.m. 
• Pupils will be dismissed at 3. 10 p.m. through Shirley Road gate 

 

UNIFORM 

All pupils must be in full school uniform and should have the necessary equipment with them. It will not be 
necessary for pupils to have P.E. kit with them for Friday 4th and Monday 7th September. 

Please note that our uniform regulations are very strict and pupils cannot wear trainers or shoes that resemble 
casual footwear. False nails and false eyelashes are also not permitted. Please check our uniform policy on the 
school website for more details. As a school we will make the final decision on whether uniform items comply 
with our policy, but please contact us if you are unsure of anything.  

SAFETY MEASURES 



 

 

All pupils will be expected to follow measures to support the safety of other pupils, staff and visitors on site. A 
detailed guidance document will be issued to pupils and parents in September, outlining the new measures 
and expectations. Hand sanitiser will be available in every classroom and teaching space from September. 

There will be some changes to the school day and Y9 and Y10 will be dismissed at 2.50 p.m. when the normal 
timetable starts to run. Each key stage will have a designated entrance and exit point for the start and end of 
each day. 

TRAVELLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL 

Where possible, pupils should travel by car, on foot or by bicycle. We know that many of our pupils travel to 
school by bus and if it is possible for pupils to travel by an alternative method, we would encourage this. 
However, we also appreciate that this may not be possible and if your child is travelling by public transport, 
they will be expected to follow all guidelines issued by the government and travel providers. 

As yet we do not know if school buses will be running and if they do, a more limited service is likely to be in 
operation. Due to restrictions, we will only permit Y7 and Y8 to use the additional buses that stop on Victoria 
Road at 3.10 p.m.  

If you are dropping your child off or collecting them, please be considerate of other families and residents. 
Parents are not permitted to drop their children off on the school premises and we would encourage you to 
drop and collect your child away from the main gate if possible.  

Parents are not permitted to come onto school site due to health and safety reasons, unless a senior member 
of staff or pastoral leader has arranged an appointment. 

 

There is no doubt that this has been a very unusual academic year and that as we return in September, pupils 
will be coming back to a school that may feel different. However, we can guarantee that your children will be 
given the warmest welcome and we will have lots of measures in place to ensure that school is as safe as it can 
possibly be. We know that there are still lots of questions to be answered around next year’s examinations and 
what will happen in the event of a local lockdown; we will share all of the information when it is provided by 
the government. 



 

 

For now, the most important thing to focus on is your children coming to school in September. As a school 
community we are really excited to see children returning to classrooms and to their learning and we are 
working hard behind the scenes to ensure that everything is ready. 

The summer holidays are imminent and I hope that all of you will have some time to relax and enjoy the break 
before the start of the new academic year. The year ahead will pose some challenges as we adjust to the new 
world we are living in, but there is one constant: the family of Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School. 

May I wish all of you a very happy and peaceful summer break and I look forward to welcoming your children 
into school from Friday 4th September. 

God Bless 

 

 

Miss Burrows 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


